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Serial No. : 10/687,503 Art Unit Not 3721 
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For SURGICAL STAPLFNG INSTRUMENT HAVING A SINGLE 

LOCKOUT MECHANISM FOR PREVENTION OF FIRING 

I hereby certiiy thatfhis correspcnidciice is being transmitted yjy Simile to Iho Uniled Slates Pbtent 
tad Tmdenuric Office on July 18. 2006. USFTO toftnUc telephone number 571.273-9900 



Kimberly M. Moses 




of person sfgnia^: th« Certificate 

October 23^006 

(Sigpatnre) ^ate of Signature) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1,56 and in accordance with 37 C JJt. §§1 .97-1 .98, information 
relating to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed. Inclusion of information in ttiis 
statement is not to be construed as an admission that Oiis infcvrmation is material as that term is 
defined in 37 CFJl. §1 .56(b). 

Applicant(s) reserve(5) the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith^ and/or to prove that this infonnation may not be 
prior art, and/or to prove that this infonnation may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, 
or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application does not 
exist. 

CH In accordance with § 1 .97(b), since this Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed either within three months of the filing date of the above-identified national 
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application (other than a continued prosecution application under §1 .53(d)), within three 
months of the date of entry into the national stage of the above identified application as set 
forth in §1 .491, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits of the above- 
identified application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of a 
request for continued examination under §1 .1 14, no additional fee is required, 

n In accordance with § L129(aX this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed in connection with □ the first or Dsecond After Final Submission, therefore: 
CD Statement in Accordance with § 1 .97(e) (attached); or 

□ Please chaige Deposit Account No. 10-0750/ / ftefeeof 
S180.00 as set forth in S 1 .17(p). 

□ In accordance with § 1 .97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the period set forth in § 1 .97(b) above but before the mailing date of eiAer a Fmal 
Action under § L 113 or a Notice of Allowance under § 1 3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution and that it is accompanied by one of: 

□ Statement in Accordance with § 1 .97(c) (attached); or 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No.10-0750/ / the fee of 
$180.00 as set foitii In Sl-17(p). 

1^ In accordance with §L97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the mailing date of either a Final Acticm under § 1 .1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance 
under § 1 .3 11 but before the payment of the Issue Fee. Appllcant(s) hereby petition(s) for 
consideration ofthis Information Disclosure Statement Included are: Statement in 
Accordance with S 1.97(c) as set forth below and the fee of SlSO.OO as set forth In §1.17(p). 

□ Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are 
enclosed herevdth. 

13 Copies of each of the non-US references are listed aa the attached Form PTO- 
1 449 are enclosed herewith. 

□ Copies of references listed on the attached Fonn PTO-1449 are enclosed 
herewith EXCEPT THAT: 

- 2 - 
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□ In view of the voluminous naOire of references [list as appropriate], and 
the likelihood that these references are available to &e Examiner, copies 
are not enclosed herewith. 

O If any of *e foregoing publications are not available lo the Examiner, 
Applicant will endeavor to supply copies at the Examiner's request 

□ Copies of only foreign patrat documents and non-patent literature are enclosed 
In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98 (a)(2). 

1^ There are no listed references which are not in the English language. 

O The relevance of those listed references which are not in the English language is 
as follows; 

O Attached are copies of search report(s) &om corresponding patent application(s), 
which are listed on the attached Submission Under MPEP 609 D. 

[3 Attached are the following non-published pending patent applications which 
may be deemed relevant, vMch are listed on the attached Submission Under MPEP 609 D. 

Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 10- 
0750/ENDD887USCIP1/DLG. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_/Dean L. Camef/_ 
Dean L. Gamer, Esq. 
Reg. No, 35,877 
Attorney for Applicants 

Johnson & Johnson 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Brunswick, NJ 08933-7003 

(513) 337-8559 

DATED: October 23. 2006 

^ 3 « 




PA6E4»'IKVDAT 1012312005 2:S0:44M[EastemD^^^^ 



10/23/2006 HON 15:05 FAI 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 2 3 2006 



@005/005 



PTQ/S»08A(0a40} 
^fifXO^ for luc tfin}ii9h 10^31/2001 OUB 08S1-0031 
U.S. PAtent {ndTmdcmarlt Officec U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMUERCE 



Substitute torlbrm 1448A/PTO 


Application Number 


10/687,503 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Filing Date 


10/15/2003 


First Namad Inventor 


Thomas W. Hultema 


Group Aft Unit 


3734 


<uw as many aaaau as Atte^wcy) 

Sheet 1 of 1 


Examiner Name 


Kevin Doll etal. 


Attorney Docket Numl^er 


END0887USCJUP1 



Examner 
Initials 


Cit 
o 

Mo 


U.S. Patent Oocument 


Name of Patentee or AppJicant 
of Cited Document 


Data of PubDcation 
mm-dd-yyyy 


^ — ~n 

PagoB, Ookimnft, Lined. 

IkJMM ■ ** nr 

wneiB iwnm pgi^agcg or 

r^levairt figures appear 


KM Code' 
Numbor (irimowA) 






4,892,244 




Fox et al. 


01A)9/1980 


ALL 







































































































































































































IrdUab 


Cite 
NO.^ 


Foreign Patent OOCMrtient 


Name or Patentee Of ' 
Appicant of Cited E)ocumeM 


Data of Publication 
orCBedOocumeitt 
mm-dd-yyyy 


P«iac». Cokimns, Lines, 
when leiBvant 
pasaagaa or ralevanl 
flSMPM appear 




Offioa' Numtiei* KMifOocte* 



















Date 
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and not corttldfifed. Include copy of this flonn MOh next oommunJ^^ 

1 Unique citation deBignatlon number. 2 See ottiichcd Kinds or U.S. Patent Documents. 2 Enter OfAce that Issued tne document by the two-tattor 
code (WlPO StandaM ST.9). 4 For Japanose patem decLmer^ta. the tndicatjon of the year of iti« reign of Ihe Emperor must prooede ttw saitel 
numtier of the petertt documont 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols aa indicated on the document under WlPO Stendard ST. 16 W 
possible. « Applicant is to plaoe a onecK mane here i Bngish tanguage TTanalaticn is «ttactled. 

Burden Hour StateA^rtt: This fomi is estimated to take 3.0 hourt te complete. Time Ml vary depending upon tho needs of the individual ease. Any 
comment* on tho dmount of time you are required te complete this femi should be aent to «» Chtof InJbfroaiton Officer, u. S. Patent end Tredefflaffc 
Office. Wbshington. DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEE8 OR COMPLETED FORMS TO TH18 AD0RES3,SEND TO: Commlaalo«tef for Patento. P.O. Box 
1450. Alaxandrte, VA 22313-14$0 
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